December 8, 1967 



Mr. Abraham W. Bolden \ 

P.D. Box ! 4000 

Springfield, Missouri 65802 

• 

Dear Mr. Bolden: 

I am answering your last letter directly because I 
an interested in your case, although I generally have nrv law 
clerk3 handle these communications. 

Section 2255, Title 28 United States Code, provides 
for what we call poqt-conviction relief by a motion addressed 
to the sentencing court. If the sentencing court denies relief, 
petitioner can appeal that motion to the court of appeals. This 
section alco provides as follows: 

"An application for a w±it of habeas corpus in be- 
half of a prisoner who is authorized to apply for 
relief by motion pursuant to this section, shall 
not be entertained if It appears that the appli- 
cant has failed to apply for relief, by motion, to 
the court that sentenced him, or that such court 
has denied him relief, unless it also appears that 
the remedy by motion is inadequate or ineffective to 
test the legality of his detention." 

This section of law is quite plain that there is no ground for 
post-conviction relief by habeas corpus in an ordinary case which 
depends upon errors in the trial court, newly discovered evidence, 
or denial of constitutional rights, such as' v 6bmpetent counsel, 
et cetera. 
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It is apparent on the face of this habeas corpus 
application that the above section prohibits this court from 
entertaining it, but after reading the decision of the Court of 
Appeals, with the complete report of your case, I asked 
Mr. John Hosmer 'to represent you and determine if there were 
any grounds which he could discover to amend your application 
for habeas corpus in a manner which would entitle you to some 
sort of hearing. 



Mr. Hosmer is a very experienced and ingenious lawyer, 
with a great belief in justice and a willingness to spend his 
time and efforts to secure justice. 

Mr. Hosmer has discussed this case with me on at 
least one, and possibly two, occasion and I understand has devoted 
quite a bit of time investigating the matter. 



I will, of^course,. enter Judgment in your habeas corpus 
matter in order that you may perfect your appeal to the Eighth 
Circuit. However, I will be in Springfield next week and would 
like to see if Mr. Hosmer would wish to file an amended application 
setting forth any additional grounds which his investigation may 
have uncovered in order that you may have a full record to go 
before the Eighth Circuit. ' 



Yours truly , 






William R. Collinson 



